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ALMA Program for 2014 

We have a number of important agendas, which include: 

1.Consolidating our Membership Base in Victoria 

2.Establishing a Student ALMA membership 

3.Active pursuit of community education program which we have 

already commenced and we aim to build on it as this is an 

important and integral goal of ALMA 

4.Continuation of our Members education program 

5.Obtaining governmental grants to pursuit our goals 

 

6.Consolidating and establishing a full NSW committee  

 

ALMA NEWSLETTER 

From Dr. Walid Ahmar, 

President of ALMA 

Dear Colleagues,  

I hope that you and your families 

are well and in good health.   

We are well and truly into 2014.   

This year promises to be a big year 

for ALMA locally, nationally and 

internationally.  Hopefully by 

working together and adhering to 

our goals we can achieve our 

agenda for 2014. 

There are a number of updates and 

items for you to be aware of: 

 



 Alma newsletter 

ALMA Education Evening in 

Victoria 

We will be having our first ALMA 

education evening in late April 

sponsored by Pfizer.  We will 

update you shortly with our 

speakers, venue and topic. 

 

Organ Donation Community 

Forum 

This is a vital topic for our 

community and we are in the 

process of organising a community 

forum involving religious leaders 

and medical personals to discuss 

this in an open and informative 

manner.  This can have a huge and 

important impact to our 

community.  We will update you 

with the venue and time shortly. 
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Community Education Talks. 

These talks will be provided by ALMA members to our Lebanese 

community.  They are information sessions on a wide range of 

health issues.  Your help in these topics will be greatly appreciated.  

The various community groups will contact us for the talk they want 

help at their venue (eg. Church, Mosque, community group halls).  

Below is a current list of topics and anyone interested in being part 

of the group for that topic please notify any of the committee 

members. We will be delighted to have you on board and being part 

of the community education talks to help educate our community. If 

you have any other interesting topics please notify us and we can 

add them. 

A. Organ Donation  

B. Heart Awareness 

C. Diabetes and Its Complications 

D. Women’s Health Issues 

E. Men’s Health Issues 

F. Mental Illness Awareness 

Sister Hospital Relationship Between Australia and Lebanon 

As you are aware we are in the processing of establishing a sister 

hospital relationship between Monash Health and St George’s 

Hospital in Beirut Lebanon.  This is an exciting project that will help 

to foster the exchange of health professionals between both 

countries.  The CEO of MonashHealth, Ms Shelley Park, The Chief 

Operations Manager of MonashHealth, Mr Adam Horsburgh, The 

Hon Mr Ghassan El Hatib, Lebanese Consul General of Victoria and 

Dr Walid Ahmar have met to further cement this initiative in 

December of 2013.  Ongoing meetings are taking place.  The St 

George’s Hospital Board has approved this proposal and we are 

awaiting the MonashHealth Board to formalise this inter-hospital 

relationship.  We are hoping to have a joint signing of both hospitals 

once this has been formalised.  This will allow us to facilitate the 
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Psychological Research Project 

We would like you to be aware of 

an Arabic course being conducted 

by Rony Kayrouz on Sadness, 

Worry and Stress.  Attached is a 

flyer and you can e-mail Rony for 

further information.  We encourage 

you all to have your patients 

participate. 

rony.kayrouz@students.mq.edu.au 

 

 

Yurgo Diab and Bone Marrow 

Transplant Update 

It is pleasing to find that the infant 

Yurgo Diab has had his bone 

marrow transplant in Italy and is 

progressing well.  As you may 

recall ALMA helped to contribute 

to his fundraising in 2013 to obtain 

a Bone Marrow Transplant with his 

brother being his donor. We will 

continue to pray for him in his 

recovery. 

 

 

 

International Lebanese Medical Association (ILMA) 

I am proud to say that we have reached a memorandum of 

understanding from all our international colleagues. We are in the 

process of pursuing an International Body of likeminded 

associations internationally.  At this stage we are in the process of 

establishing an agreeable constitution and we are hoping to once 

again teleconference later in October with our colleagues 

internationally to consolidate this association. 

Logo For ILMA- Your Suggestions Wanted 

We are developing a website for ILMA and a logo.  Above are 

designs by Dr. Chaouki Hachem (who designed our ALMA logo).  If 

you have any suggestions please forward them to Chaouki prior to 

us submitting them at our next ILMA meeting: e-mail address:  

mhachem@bigpond.net.au or contact 0438806068.   

exchange of health personnel and students between both countries 

and allow further “sister” hospitals to be established between 

Australia and Lebanon. 

The Establishment of a National ALMA Body and The Launch of 

ALMA in NSW 

With the consolidation of an ALMA NSW branch shortly we will be 

able to have a National ALMA Structure with the four state committee 

members being on the national body and a national leadership group 

established.  This will allow us to work as one at both the state and 

national level. Once the honorary committee in NSW for ALMA has 

been established we aim to have a formal launch in Sydney for our 

colleagues in NSW.  We hope to have a time and venue in the near 

future. 



 

 

ALMA NEWLETTER MARCH 2014 

Member Profile 

We continue our member profile in this edition with the now retired Prof Alan Mansour one of our 

distinguished health professionals in Melbourne and Victoria. 

I was born in Melbourne in 1943, eldest son of Joseph and Lourice Mansour. My brother John and I were 

educated at St. Mary’s Primary School Thornbury. I completed Form 1 and 2  (year 7 and 8) in my first year 

of high school at St Coleman’s Scholarship School Nth Fitzroy. I completed my Secondary schooling at 

Christian Brothers College Parade East Melbourne with high marks successfully gaining Scholarships. 

At Melbourne University I completed my tertiary Degree of Bachelor of Dental Science in 1968, Master of 
Dental Science in 1972. 

In 1972 I furthered my post graduate education in London working as a surgical Registrar in the Department 
of Plastic and Oral surgery, Mt. Vernon Hospital Northwood Middlesex where the speciality of Maxillo Facial 
Surgery was first established. Mt. Vernon was the Pioneering Centre for Plastic and reconstructive surgery 
treating wounded soldiers after the World Wars. There I gained the invaluable surgical knowledge and 
expertise which has stood me in good stead for the rest of my career. 

The Scope of the Specialty includes: 

·       Oral Surgery 

·       Facial Trauma e.g. from motor vehicle accidents, industrial, sporting injuries and domestic 
violence. 

·       Temporo-Mandibular joint problems 

·       Dental Implants to restore missing teeth. 

·       Cancer surgery and reconstruction. 

Whilst working at Mt. Vernon I studied and passed Part 1 and 2 of the Fellowship in Dental Surgery at The 
Royal College of Surgeons in England at my first attempt (F.D.S.R.C.S). I am also a Member of The Oral and 
Maxillo Facial Surgery Section of the Royal Australian College of Dental Surgery and a Life Member of The 
International Association of Oral and Maxillo Facial Surgery. Member of the Australian and New Zealand 
Association of Oral and Maxillo Facial Surgeons. 

I spent several years working as a locum consultant in Hospitals around England as well as enjoying 
travelling to the USA and the countries of Europe. During which time I met and formed strong ties and 
friendships with specialist colleagues in Europe and Asia and the USA that have lasted until today. 

I spent many weeks working as a volunteer at the only Hospital in Kisumu Kenya where the facilities were 
very basic. At one stage the anaesthetic gases ran out in the middle of performing a thyroidectomy which 
had to be completed under local anaesthetic. 

  



 

 

 I returned to Australia in 1979 and set up Specialist Oral and Maxillo Facial Surgery Practice In Dandenong 
Victoria. In conjunction with the Surgicentre (being the first Day Surgery Centre in Victoria) I commenced 
routine Oral Surgical procedures under GA as Day Procedures. Before this, Patients were required to be in 
patients in hospital for 2 days. The Technique of Intravenous Sedation plus Local Anaesthetic was in its’ 
infancy. 

I was the Senior Oral and Maxillo Facial Surgery Consultant at Dandenong Hospital, Preston and Northcote 
Community Hospital (now the Northern Hospital Epping) and the Austin Hospital. 

The most enjoyable and fulfilling time of my career was the position of Visiting Specialist at the Royal Dental 
Hospital of Melbourne where I taught both Undergraduate Dentists and post graduate Maxilla Facial 
Surgeons. I can only recall one other Dentist before me of Lebanese descent; I do not recall many medical 
professionals whilst training.   

Notwithstanding the fact that my Grandfather migrated to Australia in 1886 at a young age, and that my 
father was born in Lonsdale Street Melbourne I was still regarded as a “Wog” not that I allowed this to 
hinder me in any way. 

In those early years the Lebanese had a reputation for assimilating well and were respected for their work 
ethics.  

I am Married to Jeannette Eid a Commercial Lawyer, the Principal of Wainwright Ryan Eid Lawyers. My only 
vice  according to my wife is that I follow Carlton football Club not Collingwood. 

I enjoy reading a good book ,the Opera, the Theatre and Classical music. Like my mother who was a keen 
tennis player have been playing tennis since I was 5 years old however I do not believe that Pat Rafter or 
Lleyton Hewitt have anything to worry about. 

I was pleased to be approached by Dr. Walid Ahmar to join ALMA ,an Association that allows all Lebanese 
medical professionals  in Australia and hopefully  Internationally to mentor younger members and share 
their experiences. I was proud to learn of the number of Medical Professionals of Lebanese descent in 
Melbourne alone. 

My career has given me not only the personal satisfaction of providing the medical care I was trained to do 
but has given me the opportunity to meet many interesting people all around the world many of whom have 
become lifelong friends. I have recently retired and I am looking forward to the new chapter in my life. 

 

  


